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Thaddeus Stevens 

Home & Office 
45 & 47 S. Queen St.

Built circa 1750 

Originally1.5-story home            

Lot 134 Hamilton Plan

Thomas F. Woodley’s Stevens 

biography,1934



Stevens & Smith properties, 1873



Penn Square Partners       

Create plan for Lancaster County 

Convention Center. 

Stevens’ Buildings 

and Kleiss Tavern 

excluded from 

original plan.
1999



Late 2002 to 2003 
Initial Site of Archaeological Dig 

Rear Courtyard of Stevens House

Archaeological excavation of  

cisterns

2001



Possible emergency 

hiding place to protect 

freedom seekers from 

bounty hunters in the 

1850s?



Wanted!  O.C. Kelly

The Baltimore Sun, August 23, 1848



April, 2011

Research & documentation supported by 

LancasterHistory, LCCCA,               

Discover Lancaster
Application written by Randy Harris

Stevens Home & Office becomes 

National Underground Railroad 

Network to Freedom Site



Preservation Trust Successfully Restores Exteriors 

and Ensures Buildings’ Structural Integrity



Phase one completed in 2009

by
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• Born into poverty in 

Vermont, April 4, 1792

• Educated at Peacham 

Academy, University of 

Vermont, Dartmouth College

• Moved to York, PA to teach 

and to read law

• Established law practice in 

Gettysburg, 1816



• 1833, Elected to the Pennsylvania House of 

Representatives

• 1835, defends and preserves free public education

• 1837, advocates against Pennsylvania 

Constitutional Amendments that eliminate voting 

rights for Black men.  Refuses to sign the 

Constitution when it disenfranchises them.

• 1848, elected to United States Congress. 



When I reflect how apt hereditary wealth, hereditary 

influence, and, perhaps, as a consequence, hereditary 

pride are to close the avenues and steel the heart 

against the wants and the rights of the poor, I am 

induced to thank my Creator for having, from early 

life, bestowed upon me the blessing of poverty. 

--Thaddeus Stevens, April 11, 1835



• Born in 1815 at Russell’s Tavern 

outside Gettysburg

• Marries Jacob Smith around 1835; 

two sons: William and Isaac.

• Moves to Lancaster in 1844 to 

work for Thaddeus Stevens, 

bringing her two sons.

• Works with Stevens as his house 

manager, close confidante, and 

caretaker until his death in 1868



• Bought and sold property in Lancaster and DC

• Utilized the court system to her legal advantage, 

successfully bringing criminal cases on four 

occasions, twice against white defendants.

• Amassed significant wealth independently.

• Acted as a gatekeeper for Stevens, allowing or 

denying access to him, especially when ill.

• Was considered a social equal by Stevens, his 

family, and associates.



Pathways to Freedom





Stevens Brilliant Congressional 

Leadership





Lydia Hamilton Smith’s Washington, D.C. Boarding House



Lydia Hamilton 

Smith died on 

her birthday

February 14, 

1884
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•Michael J. Birkner, Ph.D. (Gettysburg College)
•Richard Blackett, Ph.D. (Vanderbilt University) 
•Fergus M. Bordewich (Historian and Author)
•Spencer Crew, Ph.D. (NMAAC)
•Randolph Harris (Independent Historian) 
•Bernard L. Herman, Ph.D. (UNC Chapel Hill)
•Ross Hetrick (Thaddeus Stevens Society)
•Leroy Hopkins, Ph.D. (Millersville University)
•Mark Kelley (Biographer of Lydia Hamilton Smith)
•Bruce Levine, Ph.D., (University of Illinois) 
•Matthew Pinsker, Ph.D. (Dickinson College)
•Louise L. Stevenson, Ph. D. (Franklin & Marshall College)
•Page Talbott, Ph. D., (Drexel University, Independent Consultant)
•Stephanie Townrow, M.A. (University of Delaware; LancasterHistory)
•Max van Balgooy (GWU Corcoran School of the Arts, Consultant)
•Kip Van Blarcom, (Lancaster County Planning Department)
•Philip D. Zimmerman, Ph. D. (Independent Consultant)

Scholars Advisory Committee: 2019-presnt











Ralph Appelbaum Associates





Inclusive and Accessible Design

$$
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• Overall annual visitation is estimated conservatively at 

55,000. 

• This is a market capture of  2.0% of  the 2.8 million 
trade area population and .07% of  the 8 million annual 

tourists Lancaster receives.

• Student/school group visitation is estimated at 6,200 

from a forty‐mile radius of  Downtown Lancaster.

• 14 schools within 1.5 miles of  the Center.

Stevens and Smith Center

Business Operations Sustainability Report

Urban Partners, LLC

2022



• An estimated 8.85 million visitors to Lancaster County 

directly spent $2.24 billion in 2018, creating a total tourism 

impact of $2.91 billion in the county (spending an average 

of $328 per person). 

• 50,000 annual visitors to the Site have the potential to add 

$82 million in tourism revenue to the Lancaster economy 

over a five-year period.

• The Stevens and Smith Center will further create 

significant support for the Lancaster Convention Center, 

area hotels and restaurants, Southern Market Center, and 

downtown retail establishments



$13.1 Million pledged, to date



Thaddeus Stevens & Lydia Hamilton Smith
Center for History and Democracy



For more information

https://www.lancasterhistory.org/about-sschd/


