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Providing wild and forested lands 
and clean waterways for our 

community, forever. 



ORIGINAL 
CHARTER 
Receive funds for procuring 
real property for present and 
future generations, to have 
desirable open lands 
preserved for exercise, 
recreation, and education by 
the general public. 

Officers of the Lancaster County Conservancy are standing 
from left, Clayton B. Shenk, treasurer; Robert K. Mowrer, vice 
president; and Amos H. Funk, assistant secretary. Seated are 
Robert Fasnacht, left, president, and John R. Helter, 
secretary.  — Intelligencer Journal Photo & Caption



OVER 8,200 ACRES OF 
NATURAL LAND 

PROTECTED FOREVER

Ferncliff Wildlife and Wildflower Preserve| Photo by Michelle Johnsen



45+ MILES OF TRAILS

Windolph Landing Nature Preserve| Photo  by Michelle Johnsen



39 MILES OF STREAM
(15 miles of which are headwaters)

Tucquan Glen & Pyfer Nature Preserves | Photo by  Michelle Johnsen



1.6 MILLION TREES
PROTECTED



A TIME TO ACT
We believe the time to act is now to ensure the 

few remaining natural lands that protect our 
streams, clean our air, and provide us special 

places to visit are protected forever.

Ferncliff Wildflower & Wildlife Preserve| Photo by  Michelle Johnsen



Fishing Creek South Nature Preserve| Photo by Nick Gould



People need a place to hike, hunt, 
fish, and to escape to enjoy peace 

and quiet near our homes.

Ferncliff Wildlife and Wildflower Preserve | Photo by Michelle Johnsen



Prothonotary Warbler | Photo  by  Kerry Givens

The loss of bees, butterflies, 
birds, native plants and animals 
will only continue to accelerate 
if we don’t save their habitats.



Our community’s health requires 
clean air and water—the side effects 

of protecting and caring for land.

Tucquan Glen & Pyfer Nature Preserves | Photo by  Michelle Johnsen



We need to protect our remaining forests
and wetlands that remove carbon dioxide

from the air, reduce the impact of 
flooding, and slow the rapid pace of 

climate change.

Fern Cliff Wildlife and Wildflower Preserve | Photo by Michelle Johnsen



2017 Steinman Run Nature Preserve| Photo by Mark Kaiser

Students, scouts and even adults 
deserve spaces like Climbers Run 
Nature Center to experience and 

learn about nature at a deep level.



PROTECT
RESTORE

EDUCATE

Acquire remaining forests and stream buffers.

Build out more trails and experiences to connect 
people to open spaces and rich forests. 

Grow Climbers Run Nature Center into a hub of 
learning.

CAMPAIGN GOALS
$21 MILLION



PROTECT

Some lands are so beautiful, so rare, and so 
natural that they must be protected for all 
to enjoy. 

Protecting our Land, Forever
$11 MILLION

ACQUIRE AND PROTECT 5,000 ACRES



PROTECT

We seek natural lands that 
connect our existing preserves. By 
creating larger tracts we will be 
establishing interior forests where 
more species can thrive. These 
connections become pollinator 
corridors that also allow for more 
interesting hiking opportunities.

PRIORITY 1

Connect

 TUCQUAN GLEN / KELLYS RUN ADDITION
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 TUCQUAN GLEN / KELLYS RUN ADDITION



PROTECT

We look for opportunities that 
expand our existing nature 
preserves like additions to our 
largest preserve Welsh Mountain. 
Some of our nature preserves are 
small tracts acquired or donated 
years ago and it’s important to 
build them into a viable refuge 
that allows our animals and 
insects to thrive.

PRIORITY 2

Expand

 WELSH MOUNTAIN PRESERVE EXPANSION



 WELSH MOUNTAIN PRESERVE EXPANSION



PROTECT

Over the last 20 years, 
government has allowed many 
water and power companies to 
divest of their natural lands. 
These large tracts offer unique 
opportunities to create new 
nature preserves that expand the 
protected open spaces for our 
community to enjoy.

PRIORITY 3

Create

 HELLAM HILLS CONSERVATION AREA



 HELLAM HILLS CONSERVATION AREA





PROTECT

This digital dashboard of the 
Lancaster York Natural Area 
Scoring Data System helps the 
Conservancy team quickly identify 
high quality tracts of land to 
prioritize for acquisition and 
permanent protection.

Data Based 
Decisions 

LYNAS DATA SYSTEM 

The Conservancy developed a science based system that uses data from local, state 
and federal sources to identify which critical tracts will provide the greatest public 
and environmental benefit. 



RESTORE

Our job does not end once the land is 
purchased. When we protect land, we must 
care for it forever.

Restore Our Land!
$7 MILLION

7,600+ ACRES TO STEWARD 



RESTORE

The Lower Susquehanna River 
Corridor in Lancaster and York 
has been discovered for the 
natural beauty we all know and 
love. The region was recently 
designated a national heritage 
area and outdoor tourism is on 
the rise.

THE SUSQUEHANNA 
RIVERLANDS

Tucquan Glen & Pyfer Nature Preserves | Photo by Michelle Johnsen



RESTORE

Tucquan Glen, Ferncliff,
Fishing Creek, and Shenks Ferry 
are being loved to death. We are
looking for significant support to 
help make the necessary 
investments in managing these 
beautiful areas.

LOVED TO DEATH

Fishing Creek Nature Preserve | Photo by Nick Gould



RESTORE

We believe a major investment 
is needed in the next five years to 
improve visitor infrastructure and 
to permanently provide money to 
care for nature preserves.

ACCESS FOREVER

Fishing Creek Nature Preserve | Photo by Nick Gould



RESTORE

We envision half of this money invested 
in skilled design, engineering, and labor to 
complete a balance of infrastructure and 
habitat restoration projects.

Kellys Run Nature Preserve | Photo by Kelly Snavely

The other half of these gifts will increase 
our stewardship endowment, providing 
funds in perpetuity to ensure that the lands 
will always be cared for.

Photo by Michelle Johnsen

Caring for our natural land is a huge balancing act, now and forever.

CAPITAL PROJECTS ENDOWMENT



EDUCATE

Our goal is to foster an education environment 
that immerses and empowers generations of 
learners to protect and restore our land and 
water resources.

Climbers Run Nature Center
$3 MILLION

EDUCATE OVER 10,000 STUDENTS, VOLUNTEERS & 
COMMUNITY MEMBERS EACH YEAR



EDUCATE

Climbers Run is a special 
preserve with upland and lowland 
plant communities, meadows, 
fields, maturing and young
woodlands, wetlands, a wild trout 
stream, and pond—a showcase of 
diverse wildlife habitats not often 
found in one location, let
alone just 113 acres.

A Place of
Ecological Diversity

Climbers Run Nature Center



EDUCATE

Climbers Run is also a place 
where students, volunteers, 
families, researchers, birders,
hikers, and more can receive 
hands on learning, focused 
instruction, and immersive 
interpretation of our natural
world.

A Place of
Learning & Training

Climbers Run Nature Center | Photo by Mark Kaiser



EDUCATE

 Modernize meeting 
spaces for research, 
teaching, and training

 Restore office space
 Build outdoor observation 

deck classroom

Facility 
Improvements

Rendering  by Marlin Bert

BARN/OBSERVATION DECK



EDUCATE

 Improve visitor safety and 
driveway widening

 Increase on-site parking
 Restore pond and wetland 

ecosystems
 Strengthen wetlands for 

stormwater runoff
 Install two bridge crossings 

over stream
 Build new sustainable trails

Preserve 
Infrastructure

Rendering  by Marlin Bert

TRAIL & BRIDGE AT CLIMBERS RUN



EDUCATE

 Create functional outdoor 
classrooms fully  
immersed in nature

 Restore demonstration 
gardens and native 
habitat for interpretation

 Improve bird blind 
viewing area for learners 
on preserves and in 
classrooms

Outdoor Classrooms

Rendering  by Marlin Bert

OUTDOOR CLASSROOM/AMPHITHEATER



EDUCATE
CLIMBERS RUN SITE PLAN 

Schematic Prepared by Lancaster Civil Engineering



SUMMARY OF CAMPAIGN OBJECTIVES
$21 Million to Protect & Restore

$7 
million

$3 
million

$11 
million

$11 million to almost double 
the land we have protected 

over the next decade.

$7 million to strengthen the 
care of our lands while 
welcoming visitors to 
experience nature on our 
properties.

$3 million invested in 
Climbers Run Nature Center, 
to create an engagement hub 
where everyone can be 
inspired to join our cause.

PROTECT

RESTORE

EDUCATE



Fishing Creek South Nature Preserve| Photo by Nick Gould



Providing wild and forested lands 
and clean waterways for our 

community, forever.


